05/04/1984 - Mrs Orene Gray to Receive Degree by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1984 Press Releases
4-4-1984
04/04/1984 - Mrs Orene Gray of charleston will
be Presented the board of governors bachelor of
arts degree
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1984
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1984 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "04/04/1984 - Mrs Orene Gray of charleston will be Presented the board of governors
bachelor of arts degree" (1984). 1984. 98.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1984/98
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, lllinots 
HARRY READ. 01rector of Information and Pubhcat1ons (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 4, 1984 
L/A !1{ 
CHARLESTON, IL--The matriarch of Eastern Illinois University's 
"Gray Connection" will receive a degree during commencement ceremonies 
on May 12--62 years after she first enrolled. 
Mrs. Orene Gray, 80, of Charleston, will be presented the Board 
of Governors' Bachelor of Arts degree through an adult-oriented program 
that allows credit for courses taken at any accredited institution 
either by residence, extension or correspondence, by proficiency testing, 
military time, or by evaluation of work/learning experience. 
The program can be coordinated through any of the five schools 
in the Board of Governors' system. Mrs. Gray chose Eastern because of 
proximity, her prior attendance, and because the University sort of runs 
in the family. 
"I'm the only one left in the immediate family without a degree 
and getting it will give me a sense of tremendous personal satisfaction," 
Mrs. Gray said, "and I'm certainly looking forward to the commencement 
ceremony. My children plan to be there." 
Her late husband, Samuel J. Gray, graduated in 1931. A son, 
James, and his wife, Janet, earned their degrees in 1951. They live in 
Tennessee. Daughter Nancy is a 1953 graduate and her husband, Dennis 
Voyles, is class of '59. The Voyles reside in California. 
Another daughter, Ann, and her husband, Eli Sidwell, of Charleston, 
graduated in 1958. And if it had taken Mrs. Gray just a little longer 
to become eligible for the degree, she could have crossed the platform 
with a granddaughter, Melanie Sidwell. Melanie will graduate in December. 
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Vivacious and sparkle-eyed, Orene Gray doesn't sit around 
worrying about the good old days. She is an enthusiastic volunteer 
worker at the Tarble Arts Center (and Don Carmichael, Director, speaks 
highly of her) on Eastern's campus. 
In a project at the Immanuel Lutheran Church in Charleston she 
helps produce Braille books and she assists with testing programs at a 
local elementary school. 
Beyond her volunteer efforts on behalf of others, Mrs. Gray 
enjoys travel. She has toured in Europe three times. One of the trips 
was devoted exclusively to visiting the blue ribbon art galleries in 
the British Isles and throughout the continent. 
When the pageantry of commencement on Saturday, May 12, is all 
over, Orene Gray will have an extra page for her memory book. Dr. Rives 
will be inaugurated as Eastern's sixth president on the same platform. 
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